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The 2013 LIVES conference analyses the role of systems of resources and vulnerability in dealing with 
transitions, crises and critical life course events from a dynamic perspective. 

The conference aims at tackling the notion of “system of resources” in all its complexity by jointly ana-
lysing factors of individual agency, collective group membership and social structure in explanation of 
life course transitions.

The general goal of the conference is to examine the relationship between resources, vulnerability 
and life course events, that is the way in which critical life course events shape resources and affect 
vulnerability.

The conference deals with the relationship between internal and external resources and their interac-
tive effects on transitional regulation, for example, in terms of the impact of lacking material resources 
or institutional support on psychological regulation strategies of transitions (e.g., motivational strate-
gies, goal setting).

This conference also provides the opportunity to bring together researchers from different discipli-
nary backgrounds - in particular from social and behavioural sciences - in order to highlight theoreti-
cal and methodological cleavages in analyses of life course transitions and to debate the implications 
of a multidisciplinary approach to vulnerability and transitions.

The conference is structured according to four thematic, cross-disciplinary modules: Institutions, 
Exclusion, Migration and Family.

These four topics allow a dynamic analysis of systems of resources, which should be able to nourish 
the dialogue between disciplines.

>>> Registration: www.lives-nccr.ch/2013-conference
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02 : 00 pm – 03 : 00 pm

03 : 00 pm – 03 : 30 pm

03 : 30 pm – 04 : 30 pm

04 : 30 pm – 05 : 30 pm

07 : 00 pm

Making it against the odds: resources and vulnera-
bilities among young people growing up in work-
less families

break

Vulnerability and life course regulation: a psycho-
social approach.

Escape from Alcatraz: individual and collective 
stra tegies to tackle social exclusion.

Joint dinner (speakers, Steering board, Scientific 
board, organising committee)

Ingrid Schoon, University of London

Christian Staerklé, University of Lausanne

Danielle Dierckx, University of Antwerp

ThURSdAY,  JUNE 20

ExCLUSION 
SOCIAL CLASS ANd VULNERAbILITY

>>>  ChAIR :  pASqUALINA pERRIG-ChIELLO

09 : 00 am – 09 : 15 am

09 : 15 am – 10 : 15 am

10 : 15 am – 10 : 45 am

10 : 45 am – 11 : 45 am

11 : 45 am – 12 : 45 pm

12 : 45 pm – 02 : 00 pm

Introduction

The structuring impact of social policies with
regard to gender and intergenerational obliga-
tions over the life course

break

do social policies resources level, maintain or 
produce disadvantages and inequalities? The case 
of old-age’s transitions and critical events

Social policies: an instrument promoting success-
ful transitions for all?

buffet lunch (all attendants)

Gilbert Ritschard, University of Geneva

Chiara Saraceno, Social Science Research Centre 
berlin (wZb) and Collegio Carlo Alberto in Turin

Jean-François Bickel, University of Ap plied 
Sciences and Arts western Switzerland, Social 
work in Fribourg (hEF-TS)

Jean-Michel Bonvin, University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts western Switzerland, Social 
work in Lausanne (EESp)

INSTITUTIONS 
SOCIAL pOLICIES ANd pUbLIC ACTION

>>> ChAIR :  GILbERT RITSChARd
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01 : 45 pm – 02 : 45 pm

02 : 45 pm – 03 : 45 pm

03 : 45pm – 04 : 00pm

04 : 00 pm – 04 : 30 pm

04 : 30 pm – 05 : 00 pm

05 : 15 pm – 06 : 30 pm

06 : 30 pm

Coping with loss over the life course: which 
resources protect against the harmful psycholo-
gical effects of divorce and widowhood?

The role of resources in the rise and implications 
of gray divorce

break

preventing separation and divorce? The impact 
of personal networks and conjugal styles of 
interactions

psychological adaptation to a divorce after a long-
term marriage – what resources are decisive?

Round Table with stakeholders

Cocktail

Deborah Carr, University of Rutgers

Susan Brown, bowling Green State University

Eric Widmer, University of Geneva

Pasqualina Perrig-Chiello, University of bern

Dario Spini, University of Lausanne

FRIdAY, JUNE 21

FAMILY 
dIVORCE, VULNERAbILITIES ANd RESOURCES

09 : 00 am – 10 : 00 am

10 : 00 am – 10 : 30 am

10 : 30 am – 11 : 30 am

11 : 30 am – 12 : 30 pm

12 : 30 pm – 01 : 45 pm

Mapping the new plurality of transnational fami-
lies: a life course pers pective

break

Frailness of citizenship rights: a source of vulnera-
bility in migrants’ life course?

Immigrants’ descendants in two national contexts: 
the role of institutions, resources, and vulnerabili-
ties in the shaping of trajectories

buffet lunch (all attendants)

Karin Wall, University of Lisbon

Claudio Bolzman, University of Ap plied Sciences 
and Arts western Switzerland, Social work in
Geneva (hETS)

Ingrid Tucci, dIw berlin (deutsches Institut für 
wirtschaftsforschung) 

MIGRATION 
bETwEEN RESOURCES ANd VULNERAbILITIES

>>>  ChAIR :  JEAN-FRANçOIS b ICkEL

>>>  ChAIR :  ChRISTIAN STAERkLé
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professor at the University of Applied Sciences and Arts western Switzerland, Social work in Fribourg; pre-
viously researcher at the Centre of Interdisciplinary Gerontology, University of Geneva, then lecturer at the 
University of Fribourg. he is a sociologist, working on ageing and the life course, focusing mainly on life 
conditions, social participation, care and support practices, the disadvantages and inequalities within them, 
their structural and socio-cultural basis as well as the role of social policies in compensating or producing 
those disadvantages and inequalities. Selected works: “Fragilisation et exclusion dans le grand âge. Une ana-
lyse sociologique”, in Giugni M. et hunyadi M. (éds), Sphères d’exclusion, paris, L’harmattan, 2003, pp. 159-214 
(with S. Cavalli); “Significations, histoire et renouvellement de la citoyenneté”, Gérontologie et Société, 120, 
pp. 11-28 “Vulnérabilité, exclusion et politique sociale: l’exemple du grand âge”, in J.-ph. Viritot-durandal, E. 
Raymond & T. Moulaert (eds.). Citoyenneté, intégration sociale et participation politique. paris / La docu-
mentation Française / Springer.

Do social policies resources level, maintain or produce disadvantages and inequalities?
The case of old-age’s transitions and critical events.

Thursday, June 20, 10:45 am - 11:45 am

Social policies may be seen as mechanisms of allocation of resources, constituting one of the components 
of the stratification system and of its dynamic: based on various criteria, they open or close access to vari-
ous sets of resources, or channel an unequal share of them; further, a same set and level of resources made 
accessible may be differently and unequally mobilised by individuals and groups according to their social 
position, resources and cultures. Those phenomena impinge on previous disadvantages and inequalities, 
contributing to level, reproduce or accentuate them, or being a source of new ones. I will illustrate these 
processes focusing on various old-age’s transition and events. Empirical data are issued from three repeated, 
cross-sectional surveys realised in Switzerland, the last one within the frame of Lives, and from the Swiss 
longitudinal survey on the oldest-old (Swilsoo).

Claudio bolzman is professor of sociology at the University of Applied Sciences western Switzerland (hETS, 
Geneva) and Senior Lecturer at the department of Sociology, University of Geneva. he received his phd in 
Sociology from the University of Geneva in 1991. From 2004 until 2012, he was head of the Research Centre 
on Cultural diversity and Citizenship at hES-SO. he is currently member of the LIVES project (Ip2, Ip1, Ip13). 
his research interests are migration and life course, transnational practices and welfare states, immigrant 
ways of incorporation and migratory policies. he is the author of many monographs and papers on these 
issues, among them: “Access to Employment for Children of Immigrants: An Exploratory review of Several 
Explanatory Factors” in Revue suisse de travail social, 2011, N°2, 64-79;  “democratization of ageing: also a 
reality for elderly immigrants?”  in European Journal of Social work,  2012, 15, 1,  97-113.

Frailness of citizenship rights:  a source of vulnerability in migrants’ life course?  

Friday, June 21, 10:30 am - 11:30 am

From a sociological perspective, migration can be analysed as an important modification in the resource 
system of individuals and families.  Research has shown that resources are built up in a specific social, eco-
nomic, social, cultural, political and institutional setting. when migration occurs, resources need to be trans-
ferred to another setting, and this is never a simple and one-dimensional process.  Thus, some resources can 
be increased in the new context, while others may lose their value, or even become almost completely use-
less. however, research has paid little attention to the loss or weakening of citizenship resources during this 
process. Using different recent research data the presentation will explore how the frailness of citizenship 
rights influences other resources (cultural, social, economic, etc.) in migrants and “second generation” lives.  

2013 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
SpEAkERS: RESEARCh INTEREST, SMALL CV, SELECTEd wORkS ANd AbSTRACT

JEAN-FRANçOIS 
BICKEL

CLAUDIO BOLzMAN
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Jean-Michel bonvin is professor of Sociology and Social policy at the University of Applied Sciences 
western Switzerland (EESp, Lausanne). his main fields of expertise include labour market policies, organ-
isational innovation in the management of the public sector, sociology of firms, and theories of justice. 
his research has been funded, among others, by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) and by the 
European Commission. he is currently member of the LIVES project, as well as of the EdUwEL and SocI-
EtY projects (Fp7). he is the author of Amartya Sen, une politique de la liberté (2008 – with Nicolas Far-
vaque), Transforming Gendered well-being in Europe (2011, with A. woodward and M. Renom), Manuel de 
politique sociale (2011, with pierre Gobet, Stéphane Rossini and Jean-pierre Tabin), as well as of numerous 
articles on social and labour market policies in Switzerland and Europe in leading international journals.

 Social policies: an instrument promoting successful transitions for all?

 Thursday, June 20, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm

Social policies are at the same time enabling and constraining, since they both provide resources to their 
beneficiaries (system of resources) and strive to shape their life courses according to normative mod-
els (system of rules or norms). As such, they are inherently ambivalent: they both enhance and impede 
the development of their recipient’s capabilities. This contribution contends that Amartya Sen’s capabil-
ity approach is an adequate tool to investigate social policies in their ambivalence, and analyse to what 
extent their beneficiaries are able to convert the resources provided into capabilities or real freedom to 
lead the life they have reason to value. what individual, socio-economic, political, etc. factors facilitate 
such a conversion and, conversely, what factors impede it? To what extents do social policy organisa-
tions and agents advocate this conversion: do these rather promote the beneficiaries’ autonomy or seek 
to enforce compliance with administrative expectations and social norms? The contribution will draw 
on the research results of 2 completed European projects (Capright - Fp6 and workAble - Fp7) and of an 
on-going individual project conducted in the framework of the NCCR LIVES.

professor of Sociology and Co-director of the National Centre for Family & Marriage Research, bowling 
Green State University.
She received her phd from The pennsylvania State University. A family demographer, she conducts 
research on the linkages between family transitions and well-being. www.bgsu.edu/departments/soc/
page37566.html

The role of resources in the rise and implications of grey divorce.

Friday, June 21, 02:45 pm - 03:45 pm

In recent decades, the overall US divorce rate actually has declined slightly, yet among those ages and 50 
and older, divorce is on the rise. The older adult divorce rate has doubled since 1990 and now one in four 
persons experiencing divorce is age 50 or older. This new trend raises important questions about both 
the causes and consequences of grey divorce. who is most likely to divorce in later life and how does this 
experience affect individual well-being? I pay special attention to variation in the divorce experience to 
emphasise how resources and vulnerabilities combine to shape the ramifications of divorce during later 
life for individuals and families as well as society at large.

2013 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
SpEAkERS: RESEARCh INTEREST, SMALL CV, SELECTEd wORkS ANd AbSTRACT

JEAN-MICHEL
BONVIN

SUSAN L. BROWN
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professor and chair of Sociology at Rutgers University, and the co-director of the National Institute of 
Mental health (NIMh)-funded postdoctoral training program at the Institute for heath, health Care pol-
icy, and Aging Research at Rutgers. her research focuses on family roles and relations over the life course, 
with an emphasis on the impact of marital and marital dissolution for later-life well-being, and the role 
of family in end-of-life planning and decision-making.
She has published more than 75 articles and book chapters, and is the author or editor of five books, 
including Spousal bereavement in Later Life (Springer, 2006) and the Encyclopaedia of the Life Course and 
human development (Cengage, 2009). She is deputy editor of the Journal of Marriage and Family, and a 
fellow of the Gerontological Society of America.

 Coping with loss over the life course: which resources protect against the harmful
 psychological effects of divorce and widowhood?

  Friday, June 21, 01:45 pm – 02:45 pm

Spousal loss in later life is a highly stressful experience, often triggering symptoms of distress, anxiety, 
loneliness, anger, and family conflict among survivors. however, the intensity and duration of such symp-
toms vary widely based on the nature of the loss (e.g., sudden, prolonged), the quality of the late mar-
riage and the survivor’s other coping resources. This presentation provides an overview of the contextual, 
dyadic, and individual-level factors associated with successful versus problematic reactions to spousal 
loss, and uses empirical examples from multiple data sets to identify risk and resilience factors.  Analyses 
focus on identifying particularly distressing aspects of preloss marital relations and death context. The 
study’s implications for understanding both stress theories, and policies and practices targeted toward 
bereaved older adults are highlighted. 

professor in political and Social Sciences. She is lecturer and promoter at the Research Centre on Inequal-
ity, poverty, Social Exclusion and the City (OASeS), in the Faculty of political and Social Sciences of the 
University of Antwerp (belgium). She holds also the position of director of the Flemish policy Research 
Centre on poverty and Social Exclusion (VLAS).
As expert, she participates in several jury’s and expert committees, e.g. for Fp7-programme projects, 
foundations, European, federal and regional governments and civil society organisations. She is currently 
involved in the European COST Action on Social Services, welfare state and places and the Fp7-project 
divercities.

 Escape from Alcatraz: individual and collective strategies to tackle social exclusion.

 Thursday, June 20, 04:30 pm - 05:30 pm

This presentation will focus on strategies socially excluded families develop to escape from live in pov-
erty. what kinds of resources contribute to sustainable solutions for these vulnerable groups? how do 
these people gain access to these resources? which alliances are built to collect tools to tackle the 
exclusion mechanisms? how do social services and social policies integrate these insights? The search 
for tools and resources will be situated in a context of welfare states under pressure: with limited finan-
cial resources and public support that is questioning its fundamentals of solidarity and redistribution. 

DEBORAH CARR

DANIELLE DIERCKx
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professor at the University of bern, Institute of psychology. Studies at the University of Fribourg, post-doc 
researcher at the University of Colorado, boulder, CO, USA, and at the University of the Saarland, Saar-
brücken (Germany).  her research and teaching focus on topics of life-span developmental psychology 
such as biographical transitions and critical life events, individual differences in well-being and health and 
family relations. www.entwicklung.psy.unibe.ch/content/team/ppc/index_ger.html

Psychological adaptation to a divorce after a long-term marriage – what resources are decisive?

(Friday, June 21, 04:30 pm – 05:00 pm)

while the negative effects of divorce on well-being are well documented in research literature, the large 
inter-individual differences in psychological adaptation are still not well understood. In this contribu-
tion we aim at identifing patterns of psychological adaption to marital break-up after a long-term mar-
riage, and to shed light on the role of intra- and interpersonal resources, as well as on contextual factors 
as discriminant variables among these patterns. we present questionnaire data from Ip12 developmental 
dynamics and differential effects of the loss of an intimate partner in the second half of life. The sample 
consisted of 308 individuals, 113 men (56.2 years) and 195 women (55.0 years) after being married in aver-
age 25 years. Exploratory latent profile analyses with the dependent variables life satisfaction, depression, 
hopelessness, subjective health, and mourning revealed five different groups. The most important predic-
tors for group allocation were: personality, resilience, and a new partnership. 

Gilbert Ritschard is a full professor of statistics for the social sciences at the faculty of Economic and 
Social Sciences of the University of Geneva, is a member of the NCCR LIVES and runs his researches 
within the Institute for demographic and Life Course Studies. he graded in econometrics and got his phd 
in Econometrics and Statistics at the University of Geneva in 1979.
he taught as invited professor in Toronto, Montreal, Lyon, Lausanne and Fribourg. he published in eco-
nomics, statistics, and data mining as well as on more applied topics in the field of social sciences, espe-
cially in demography, sociology and social science history. 
his present research interests are in categorical and numerical longitudinal data analysis and their appli-
cation to life course analysis. with his team he developed the world wide used TraMineR toolbox for 
exploring and analysing sequence data in R. 

honorary fellow at the Collegio Carlo Alberto, Turin, until October 2008 she was full professor of soci-
ology of the family at the University of Turin. From October 2006 to June 2011 she was a Research pro-
fessor at the wissenshaftszentrum berlin für Sozialforschung, in the topic of demographic development, 
Social Change and Social Capital. Among her recent publications: Families and Family policies, Chelten-
ham, Edward Elgar, 2012 (edited, with J. Lewis and A. Leira); “does Cohabitation Lead to weaker Intergen-
erational bonds Than Marriage? A Comparison between Italy and the United kingdom”, European Soci-
ological Review, advance access, 18.1.2012, pp.1-16 (with T. Nazio); “Towards an integrated approach for 
the analysis of gender equity in policies supporting paid work and care responsibilities”, demographic 
Research, Vol. 25, 11, 2011 (with w. keck); “Social inequalities in facing old-age dependency: a bi-genera-
tional perspective”, Journal of European Social policy, 20, 1, 2010; “Can we identify intergenerational pol-
icy regimes in Europe?”, European Societies, 12(5), 2010 (with w. keck); - (ed.) Families, ageing and social 
policies, Edward Elgar 2008; “A comparative perspective on intergenerational support”, European Socie-
ties,10,3, 2008 (with M. kalmijn).  >>>

2013 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
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The structuring impact of social policies with regard to gender and intergenerational
obligations over the life course.

Thursday, June 20, 9:15 am - 10:15 pm

based on the three-fold conceptualisation of familialism by default, supported familialism and de-famili-
alisation, and using a complex set of indicators, it is possible to identify within social policies implicit and 
often explicit assumptions concerning the extent and range of (gendered) intergenerational obligations 
within families and kinship networks. These assumptions differ across countries, thus at the same time delin-
eating different ideas about what a family is for and offering different resources to individuals and families.

professor of human development and Social policy at the Institute of Education, University of London. She 
is Research director of the Centre for Youth Transitions (CAYT) funded by the department of Education, and 
is coordinating the international post-doctoral Jacobs Foundation Fellowship ‘pAThwAYS to Adulthood’. 
her research interests are focused on issues of human development across the life course, in particular the 
transition from dependent childhood to independent adulthood, the study of risk and resilience, the real-
isation of individual potential in a changing socio-historical context, social and gender equalities in attain-
ment, health and well-being, and the intergenerational transmission of (dis)advantage. her research has 
been continuously supported by the Uk Economic and Social Research Council, the Leverhulme Trust, and 
the Nuffield Foundation. She is currently consulting editor for ‘developmental psychology’, and is member 
of the editorial board of the ‘Journal of Adolescence, the ‘European psychologist’, ‘Advances in Life Course 
Research’, and ‘Longitudinal and Life Course Studies’. her publications include over 100 scholarly articles, 
a monograph on ‘Risk and Resilience’, and an edited book on ‘Transitions from school-to-work’, both pub-
lished by Cambridge University press.

Making it against the odds: resources and vulnerabilities among young people
growing up in workless families.

Thursday, June 20, 02:00 pm - 03:00 pm

This paper examines the school-to-work transition among young people growing up in workless families, 
taking into account cumulative risks as well as support available through multiple and interrelated sources.  
In particular, the role of parents and their interactions with the school context is examined, as well as indi-
vidual agency and peer contacts in counterbalancing the risks associated with severe socio-economic fam-
ily adversity. The analysis is based on data collected for the Longitudinal Study of Young people in England 
(LSYpE), a nationally representative data set of young people born in 1990. The focus lies on the experiences 
of 8,612 young people living with persistently workless parents, looking at a combination of risk and protec-
tive factors and how these shape transition outcomes between ages 16 to 19 years.  Findings are discussed 
within a developmental-contextual model for the study of resilience.

INGRID SCHOON
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professor at the University of Lausanne, Institute for Social Sciences. Studies at the University of Lau-
sanne, Neuchâtel and Geneva. Visiting scholar (SNSF fellowship) at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel hill, USA, and University of Surrey, U. k. Trained as a social psychologist, he focuses his teaching 
on identity processes and transitions across the life span and interdisciplinary research in the life course 
tradition. his past research focused on frailty processes in very old age; sociopsychological processes of 
regulation of well-being and health transition; and collective experiences of violence and victimisation 
and social representations of human rights, notably in the former Yugoslavia. he was also involved in var-
ious other methodological projects related to longitudinal and contextual analyses.  
he is currently director of the national Centre of Competence in Research LIVES - Overcoming vulnera-
bility: life course perspectives (www.lives-nccr.ch). In this framework, he leads an interdisciplinary project 
on the dynamics of vulnerability, notably in close cooperation with the Swiss household panel. he is also 
involved in the analyses of social identity processes after widowhood and divorce in the second half of 
life with prof. perrig-Chiello and on identity and health transitions in old age led by prof. Oris. 

Associate professor of Social psychology at the University of Lausanne and docent of social psychology 
at the University of helsinki. he obtained his phd from the University of Geneva, and was post-doctoral 
researcher at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).  he is co-director of the graduate school 
in Social psychology of the Universities of Geneva and Lausanne. his research, based on both survey and 
experimental methods, studies the social psychological regulation of youth transitions (in the frame-
work of the NCCR LIVES), political attitudes, perceived intergroup legitimacy and issues of social justice. 
Staerklé has widely published on societal social psychology and social representations theory, intergroup 
attitudes, and political legitimacy and has obtained numerous research grants from national and interna-
tional research organisations.

Vulnerability and life course regulation: a psychosocial approach.

Thursday, June 20, 03:30 pm - 04:30 pm

This contribution presents an on-going research programme on transitions in young adulthood carried 
out within the NCCR LIVES. It features a theoretical model articulating a sociological life course perspec-
tive with a social psychological approach focusing on the interplay between vulnerability, motivation 
and collective dynamics of social belonging and identification. This model is illustrated with data from 
a longitudinal study with three distinct population groups (apprentices, high school students and young 
employees). The findings focus on the impact of multiple forms of vulnerability on young people’s reg-
ulatory strategies. They show the impact of belonging to a disadvantaged group on exposure to stress 
factors and negative life events (e.g., discrimination, devaluation) and group-based strategies to regulate 
negative perspectives and outcomes. Results are discussed in the context of the tension between liberal 
injunctions praising the merits of lifestyle diversity and personal freedom to construct one’s own life, and 
the social inequalities in material, social and psychological resources that condition such a construction.

2013 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
SpEAkERS: RESEARCh INTEREST, SMALL CV, SELECTEd wORkS ANd AbSTRACT
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Ingrid Tucci is a sociologist and researcher in the Socio-Economic panel (SOEp) department at the German 
Institute for Economic Research in berlin. her research focuses on social and ethnic inequalities, educa-
tional trajectories, and labour market participation, as well as on cross-national research on the descend-
ants of immigrants, focusing in particular on France and Germany. In the last three years, she has worked 
on a study co-founded by the German Research Foundation and the Agence Nationale de la Recherche 
on “Strategies and Transitions into Adulthood of Immigrants’ descendants in France and Germany.” She 
has published articles in the Revue Française de Sociologie, in the Swiss Journal of Sociology, in Compar-
ative Social Research, and in the kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie. 

Immigrants’ descendants in two national contexts: the role of institutions, resources,
and vulnerabilities in the shaping of trajectories.

Friday, June 21, 11: 30 am – 12: 30 pm

Cross-national comparisons have become widespread in the migration research over the last decades, 
pointing to differing impacts of national contexts on the educational and career outcomes of immigrants’ 
descendants in different European countries. The analysis of life trajectories requires an approach that 
goes beyond the analysis of single outcomes and considers the various phases and subjective as well as 
objective factors leading to the construction of trajectories and to turning points in the life course and. 
The migration research has produced only a few studies to date drawing on the life course approach. 
This presentation aims at showing that the use of the life course perspective as well as a mixed-meth-
ods approach offers a fruitful analytical and methodological framework in which one can relate deci-
sion-making processes of immigrants’ descendants to social structures and institutional arrangements 
in order to analyse the diversity of these individuals’ life trajectories. Evidence is provided from a 
mixed-methods study including results from quantitative analyses based on representative data as well 
as from a qualitative field study conducted in paris and berlin. 

karin wall is a Research professor at the Institute for Social Sciences at the University of Lisbon (ICS-UL). 
her research focuses on family and care policies in Europe, family forms and interactions, family tran-
sitions and trajectories, immigrant families, gender and the conjugal divisions of paid and unpaid work. 
She is currently working on a cross-national study of family trajectories and social networks across three 
generations, involving both quantitative and qualitative methods. She is also conducting comparative 
research on parental leave policies, men’s changing roles and identities in family life, and the policies and 
practices of care for young children and elderly persons.

Mapping the new plurality of transnational families: a life course perspective.

Friday, June 21, 09:00 am – 10:00 am

drawing on life course, gender and family configurational perspectives, the main aim of this presentation 
is to understand the diversification of transnational family living by focusing on the exchange of care and 
support at three different stages of the life course: young adulthood; adult life with children; and middle 
age. qualitative case studies of migrant families living in different parts of Europe are analysed to explore 
the complexity and plurality of contemporary transnational families and their transitions over the life 
course. Analysis reveals new and old configurations of transnational families and shows that family life 
spanning long distances has both commonalities and differences in relation to non-mobile family living.

1 1
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Eric d. widmer is professor at the department of Sociology of the University of Geneva, and a member 
of the board of I-dEMO. his long-term interests include intimate ties, family and other interpersonal rela-
tions, life course research and social networks. Along with others, he has been developing for two dec-
ades research on families in a configurational perspective. he is the author of various books and articles. 
More information on his work and publications are available at www.edwidmer.org.

Preventing separation and divorce? The impact of personal networks
and conjugal styles of interactions.

Friday, June 21, 04:00 pm – 04:30 pm

divorce is usually considered as the failure of a marriage and the inability of two partners of meeting 
their reciprocal expectations. Yet, it may also be understood as the logical consequence of the organi-
sation of this marriage, and of the investment (or lack of) done by partners in other ties than their own 
relationship. In this paper, I present various evidences about the effect of microsociological dimensions 
of partnerships on the likelihood of separation, based on a longitudinal study of couples organised by 
the Ip 8 (critical events and family configurations) of the NCCR LIVES.
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